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City Selects Team to Build New “Gateway to Ghent”
Ghent Station Designed to Revitalize 21st Street Corridor 
Norfolk, VA – The City of Norfolk has selected a team led by Cooper Realty to redevelop a 3.57-acre City-owned site along 21st Street in the City’s Ghent neighborhood.  Named Ghent Station, the mixed-use project includes 126,899 square feet of office and retail space, plus a landscaped promenade in the center of the project to serve as a community gathering spot.


“I am delighted that Cooper Realty has been selected to develop a major project that will expand and strengthen the west side of the 21st Street Retail Corridor,” says Mayor Paul D. Fraim. “Ghent Station will prove to be an exciting and vibrant new addition to both 21st Street and Ghent.”


“This is an exceptionally well-positioned site and we believe Ghent Station will maximize its full potential,” says Cooper Realty Vice President Jeff Cooper. “We’ve worked closely with City leaders to develop a plan that enhances the economic fabric of Norfolk, while complementing the architectural style and character of the Ghent community.” 


Conceived using the “New Urbanism” school of design encouraged by the City, Ghent Station will feature a five-story Class A office building, three single- story retail buildings and a 450-space parking deck.  “We’ve taken a comprehensive approach to this project,” says Jeff Cooper. “For instance, the parking structure has been situated to provide the least visual impact on the community, while serving as an excellent noise buffer between the Ghent neighborhood and the active Norfolk Southern railroad line.” In addition, the entire project has been designed in accordance with the U.S. Green Building Council’s guidelines for a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) rating.


While providing the City an aesthetically pleasing destination spot, Ghent Station represents a substantial investment that will enhance the economic vibrancy of the area and provide significant tax revenue to the City.  On top of added real estate tax, it’s estimated that the project should attract more than 350 jobs and generate sales tax based on $8.3 million per year in retail sales.
About the Development Team

Owner and Manager


Cooper Realty, Inc., is a Norfolk-based real estate acquisition, development and management company. Founded in 1981, the company has established a proven track record of maximizing returns  while building strong relationships with tenants, vendors and the community at large

Development Services

Virginia Beach-based Empire Development offers a complete range of services throughout the Mid-Atlantic region, with expertise in retail, office, industrial and flex properties.

For more information or to set up an interview, please contact David Brandt at 456-5212.

# # #
















